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CITY OF WHITTIER EIR SCOPING MEETING 

WHITTIER GENERAL PLAN AND 
HOUSING ELEMENT UPDATE

DRAFT ENVIONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
NOTICE OF PREPARATION ςSCOPING MEETING

May 17, 2021



Meeting Agenda

I. Welcome and Introductions

II. Purpose of Meeting

III. CEQA and EIR Overview

IV. Project Background and Description

V. Schedule

VI. Public Comments



Purpose of CEQA and EIR

Å California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA)

Å EIR is the most extensive CEQA document

Å Public disclosure of environmental consequences and 
considerations (issues and impacts)

Å Identification of mitigation measures and
examination of alternatives to reduce or avoid 
potentially significant impacts

Å Planning tool to assist decision -makers in evaluating 
benefits/disadvantages of the proposed project



Purpose of this Scoping Meeting

Å Assist the City in determining the scope and 
content of the environmental information to be 
included in the Draft EIR.

Å Provide Responsible and Trustee Agencies and 
the public an opportunity to learn more about 
the GPU and provide input regarding the 
content and analysis of the Draft EIR 
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REGIONAL CONTEXT



PLANNING AREA 



General Plan Brief History

2017

Initiation/Baseline Analysis

ωExisting Conditions Atlas

ωEngagement: Stakeholder Interviews, General Plan 
Launch Workshops, Envision Whittier 
Questionnaire #1, Commission/Committee 
Workshop

2018ς2019

Vision & Guiding Principles/Alternatives

ωGuiding Principles/Land Use & Mobility 
Alternatives/Market Analyses

ωEngagement: Envision Whittier Questionnaire #2, 
Guiding Principles/Opportunities for the  Future 
Workshop, Commission Workshop, City Council 

2020ς2021

Policy Development; Housing Element

ωDraft General Plan Elements, Housing Analyses

ωEngagement: City Council Study Session, Housing 
Stakeholder Interviews, Council Districts Housing 
Workshops, Citywide Housing Workshop (Spanish)



BACKGROUND ïBaseline Land Uses

Existing Land Use 

 

Land Uses 

City of Whittier Sphere of Influence Planning Area Total 

Acres %  Acres %  Acres %  

Residential 4,258.2 53.8% 2,720.9 59.3% 6,979.1 55.8% 

Commercial 482.2 6.1% 59.8 1.3% 542.1 4.3% 

Industrial 138.4 1.7% 9.9 0.2% 148.3 1.2% 

Parks & Open Space 1,995.9 25.2% 1,280.3 27.9% 3,276.2 26.2% 

Public Facilities 664.7 8.3% 295.8 6.4% 960.4 7.70% 

Other 150.3 1.9% 111.7 2.4% 262.0 2.1% 

Vacant 225.4 2.8% 112.5 2.5% 337.9 2.7% 

Total 7,915 100% 4,591 100.0% 12,506 100% 

Source: MIG existing land use survey, Los Angeles County Assessor data, and the City of Whittier, 2017. 
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